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THURSDA Y, Auguft the 26th, | 1756. 
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Difficile eft Satiram non feribere, Juv. 
To Mr Fitz-ApDA™M. 





i ina general fatire jr as it will 
fe always inftruct vanity how to fhun, 
Mj and enable impudence to reject it's 





of OI application, I cannot difcover that 
it is likely to anfwer any better purpofe, than .that of 
giving encouragement, to rogues, and adminiftering 
comfort to fools, 
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Tuis fpecies of writing is by no means of modern 
invention, and confequently can have no effential con- 
nexion with the reigning manners of the prefent times. 
If we examine the fatirifts of any other age, we fhall 
find that they have all unanimoufly followed the ex- 


ample of their father Simonides, and a the 
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human fpecies in a very unnatural light ; nor do I tl 
it poflible for any one to difplay his talents this way, 
without having recourfe to thie fame expedient. From 
hence I would infer, that the defcription of a monftrous 


character, in thofe early days of fimplicity and inno- 


‘cence, was confidered only as an ingenious piece of in- 


vention, and that their falfe notion of wit was the fole 
occafion of their giving into fuch a ridiculous cuftom. 
And this, as I take it, will be fufficient to account for 
it’s being fo fafhionable with us at this time, though 
there be manifeftly no other reafon for our admitting it, 
than becaufe we are pleafed to fancy the judgment of 
the rasa and love to copy indifcriminately from all 


their models with a fervile veneration. But {uppofing 


ne to be atrue reprefentation of the cafe before us, 


and that men of wit never fatirize with any offenfive 
defign, but purely for the fake of difplaying their abili- 
ties; yet what fhall we fay for thofe churlifh malecon- 
tents, who pretend to write fatire, with no other earthly 
talent for it than rank malevolence? Why truly, it is 
to be feared, they have no lefs exafperating a reafon far 
seviling all mankind, than becaufe they are defervedly 
defpifed by everybody that knows them. For as it 1s 
abfurd to fuppofe that a man, who has always been 
very civily treated by the world, fhou'd have any incli- 
nation to fall out with it in good earneft, fo every 
worthlefs fellow who has been juftly mortified by it’s 


contempt 
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contempt or averfion, will naturally be provoked to 
expofe himfelf to it’s utmoft derifion, by a filly attempt 
to retaliate the infult. And hence it is, that if a few 
{fplenetic conceited wretches are not carefied up to the 
extravagant expectation of their own imaginary deferts, 
they fhall immediately vent their refentment in all thofe 
alarming exclamations, that have, with equal propriety, 
been echoed through every century of the world. Then 
forfooth, that utter neglect of merit, which has been 
the conftant reproach of every other age, fhall once 
more be the peculiar infamy of this; then we fhail be 
funk egain into the very dregs of time, and fhall at 
length be moft affuredly filling up that aftonifhing 
meafure of iniquity, which has been juft on the very 
brink of being completed, ever fince the firft judicial 
infliction of an univerfal deluge. 

Ir is very remarkable that this whim of degeneracy 
has always been moft prevalent in the moft refined and 
enlightened ages, and that it has conftantly encreafed 
in exact proportion with the progrefs of arts and fcien- 
ces. Every confiderate perfon therefore, upon fuch a 
difcovery, will of courfe be enclined to confider all in- 
vectives againft the corruption of the prefent times, as 
fo many convincing teftimonies of our real improvement. 
Tfind, Mr. Fitz-Adam, itis your opinion that the ex- 
perience of our anceftors has not been entirely thrown 
away upon us, and that the world is likely to grow bet- 
terand wifer the longer it lafts. I muftown I am en- 
tirely of your way of thinking, and fhould be very ready 
to declare, was I not afraid of offending your modefty, 
how much benefit it is likely to receive from your week- 
dy inftructions, 
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To thofe who are fequeftered from the more crowded 
fcenes of life, and muft therefoe find themfelves fore- 


flailed almoft on every fubje&, but fuch as the private 








fund of their own imaginations can furnifh them with; 


to thofe, I fay, it may feem very furprifing that you 





fhould be able to procure fo many frefh materials for the 
gratification of their curiofity. But the fancy of the 





polite multitude is inexhauftibly fertile ; and they who 
are converfant with it at this time, will be fo far from 
imagining that you are diftrefled for want of novelty, 
that they will rather think it impoffible for the nimbleft 
pen to keep pace with it’s innovations. The only thing 
that can give them any furprife is, that you fhould ftill 
be catching at every recent folly that comes in your 
way, when they can fupply you with fuch a plentiful 
crop of new and unheard-of virtues. I am aware that 


new virtues will found a little odd to fome precife formal 





creatures, who have conceived a ftrange notion that all 





the virtues muft eternally and invariably refult from fome 
certain unintelligible principles, which are called the 
relations and fitnefies of things. But furely no man in 
his fenfes would ever refufe to vary the fafhion of his 
morals, if the tafte of the times required it: for it would 
be abfurd to the laft degree, to fuppofe that it is not 


altogether as reafonable to drefs out our manners to the 





beft advantage, as to wear any external ornament for 
the recommendation of our perfons; and not only be- 
caufe the common practice of the world will juftify our 


uling as much art in managing the former as the latter, 


biti 
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ae 


but becaufe it is dificult to conceive that there fhould 


be any more efiential harm in new modelling a habit of 


preste 


the mind, than in altering the trim of a coat or. waift- 


coat. 
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Anp really it is aftonifhing to think what an advan- 
tage our prefent improved ftate of morality has over all 
the ancient fyftems of virtue. If barely to avoid vice 
has been generally reckoned the beginning of virtue, 
to convert vice itfelfinto virtue, muft needs border very 
nearly on the very perfection of merit. And can any 
one pretend to deny but that many practices, which in 
times paft were branded with infamy, have at length, 
by our ingenious contrivances, been transformed into 
the moft reputable accomplifhments? A great wit of the 
laft age having afked, by way of a problem, why it was 

uch more difficult to fay any thing new ina panegyric 
ies in a fatire, endeavoured to account for it himfelf, 
by obferving that all the virtues of mankind were to be 
counted upon a few fingers, whereas their vices were 
innumerable, and time was hourly adding to the heap. 


s 
But a late moralift has been fo obli ging as to make a 


So 

great diminution in the number of our vices, and withal 
{fo ingenious, as to inlift the greateft part of them into 
the catalogue of virtues; fo that at prefent a copious 
lampoon ought to be looked upon as a work of amazing 
invention, and a trite or barren dedication as the effect 
only of dulnefs. I will not pretend to prophecy to 
what an eminent degree of perfection this double ad- 
vantage muft in time advance us. It is certain that we 
have at prefent but few vices left for us to encounter 
with ; and as I have reafon to believe, that it is their 
names chiefly which make them formidable, I think it 
would be very prudent firft of all to give their characters 
a little foftening; for could we but once bring a 
to look upon them with indifference, I make no doubt 
but we fhould foon be able, either to extirpate them en- 
tirely, or, at leaft, to gain them over with the reft of 
their party to the fide of virtue. 


SOME 





ry 


\|fpeetl 





yt! 


Aum th) IIs0 THE WORLD. No. ‘gt: 
mie We SoME travellers, indeed, liave endeavoured to make 
us believe, that many of our medern virtues have been 


long fince practiced in fome other parts of the worid 


but let them talk of the Mengrelians, Topinambo’s and 

Hottentots as much as they pleafe, yet Iam fatisfied 

that we have made more refinements, if not more dif- 

coveries, than any of them; and that we are ftill cul- 

tivating many curious tracts in the regions of virtue, 

which, in all likelyhood, without our affiftance, might 
] 


have forever remained in the terra incognita of morals. 


a 
I am, 
SiR, 


e ne re 
Yours, &e. 
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